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1 Sri Vallabhacatya ( b, V- S. 1535 ) 

I 

2 Sri Vitthalanathaji ( V. S. 1572 ) 



3 Sri Yadunathaji ( V. S. 1615 ) 

I 

4 Sn Madhusudanalalaji ( V. S 1634 ) 



5 Sri Pradyumnalalaji ( V. S. 1660 ) 



6 Sri Vitthalanathaji ( V. S. 1717 ) 



7 Sri Pradyumnalala ji ( V. S. 1762 ) 



8 Sri Vitthalarayaji ( V. S. 1785 ) 



9 Sri Gopalalalaji ( V. S. 181o > 

I 
10 Sri Giridharaji ( V. S. 1847) 

Sn Gmdharaji took the S pi ritual inidation ( fi h 

^bandha)fromSnD W arkanath ajl and became 
ardent worshmnpr ^f cu~, r>.i - ^<*mc an 



worsh.pper of Shrl Gopala. it ls 
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secured many old images of Lord Krisna and showed 
many miracles by virtue of his worship of Sri Gopala. His 
mastery over the Gopala mantra induced Damodaraji 
Maharaj, the then Head of the Sri Nathan-Temple, to 
take the Diksa of the Gopala mantra from him, and to 
promise as gift the image of Sri Mukundarayaji. Damod- 
araji and Girdaraji were brothers-in law as their wives 
happened to be sisters. After Damodaraji's death his 
widow Sri Lakshmiji made a gift of Sri Mukundarayaji 
to Gindharaji. 

In about V- S- 1885 ( c. 1829 A. D- ) Giridharaji 
constructed a grand temple in Banaras and started the 
worship of Mukundarayaji in that temple where the wor- 
ship continues even to-day. Giridharaji had only one 
child, a daughter, Syama Betiji by name, who devoted her 
whole life to the worship of Mukundarayaji. She adopted 
her daughter's son Tivanalalu ( b. V- S. 1922 ) of Mathura, 
whose son, Muralidharalalaji ( b. V. S. i960 ) is now 
continuing the worship in the temple at Banaras. 

There are also old images of Lord Krisna and the 
manuscript of Anubhasya ( containing the portion on I. 4 ) 
in Vallabhacarya's own handwriting that have been 
preserved and worshipped in the Banaras temple- Puru- 
sottamaji refers to a MS. of Anubhasya written by Vallabha- 
carya himself, in his Prakasa on I. 4. 9 ( ^far qrs. gffi^rr- 
^q ^f^RST^rt^: ). It is quite possible that the MS. 
referred to by Ptsrusottamaji may be identical with the MS. 
preserved in the Banaras temple- It is said that a MS. of 
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Sannyasanirnaya in the handwriting of Vallabhacarya 
was also in possession of Giridharaji. 

Giridharaji was not only an ideal devotee but also a 
great Sanskrit scholar. His permanent residence m Banaras, 
a centre of Sanskrit learning) and his contact with a pro- 
found Sanskrit scholar like Pandit Ramakrishna Bhatt 
helped him a great deal in attaining proficiency in several 
Sastras. He also wrote works in Sanskrit, which include 
the following important -works 

( 1 ) Vivarana> a commentary on the Anubhasya of 
Vallabhacarya. 

( 2 ) Hantosini, a commentary on the Vidvanmandana of 
Vitthalnatha. 

( 3 ) Balaprabodhini, a lucid commentary on the Bhaga- 
vata, 

( 4 ) Suddhadvaitamartanda, an excellent work on the 
Suddhadvaita Vedamta. It has been commented upon 
by Pandit Ramakrishna Bhatt, and has been well 
introduced m Gujarati by Prof. M. G- Shastri m his 
scholarly work called Suddhadvaitasiddhanta- 
pradipa ( 1st ed. 1903 A. D-, 2nd ed. 1937, 3rd ed. in 
1957.). 

( 5 ) Srutirahasya which tries to show that all the Srutis 
describe in one form or another Sri Vallabhacarya 
who, according to Giridharaji, is identical with the 



(9) 

Lord Krisna- It has been commenced upon by 
Pandit Ramkrishna Bhatt. 

( 6 ) Urdhvapundramartanda, which discusses the signi 
ficance of the vertical auspicious mark on the 
forehead. 

Gindharaji thus enjoys a unique position in the sixth 
House of Sn Vallabacarya. Unfortunately he breathed 
his last in 1840 A. D. at- an early age of 49. 

The Vivarana is, as said before, a very lucid commenttary 
on the Anubhasya and is most helpful for understanding 
the text of the Bhasya. It generally refers to Purusottamaji's 
Prakasa for detailed discussions of several problems. It 
also refers to the works of Vallabhacarya, like Nibandha 
and small treatises. It again criticises Nirbhayaram Bhatt, 
the author of Adhikaranasamgraha, in connection with the 
arrangement of topics ( II 1. 7-13, p. 30, Vivarana on the 
Second Adhyaya, Bombay, 1950 A- D- ) The arguments 
advanced in the commentary clearly bear testimony to the 
profound scholarship of Gmdharaji. 

The text of the Vivarana is based on the one MS. which 
was utilised by me for editing the remaining portion on the 
Second Adhyaya ( pp. 73-151 ) published by the Trustees 
of Sheth Narayandas and Jethanand Asanmal Trust, 
Bombay in 1950 A. D. 

The MS. contains both the text of the Anubhasya and 
the text of the Vivarana in the Devanagari script. The 
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Mubhasya and the v, - - 

ttiS i" 2s i o/the Vivara 

above and below Each line of Vivarana contains about 
48 letters. There is a long colophon at the end of every 
Pada The MS. on III. 3 is on a different paper and 
in a different hand. It is 12" x 7. 1/4"; 6 or 7 lines of the 
Bhasaya m the middle and 2 or 3 lines of the Vivarana 
both above and below, each line containing about 52 
letters. There is a remark on the first page of the MS. 
of III- 4 as follows 



The remark shows that the original MS. of III. 3 which 
is substituted by a different MS. was in the possession of 
one Ram Shastn, the maternal uncle of the owner of the 
whole MS. It is not possible for me to identify this Ram 
Shastn, Is he identical with Ramakrishna Bhatt who 
was a contemporary of the author of the Vivarana ? The 
MS. seems to be about one hundred years old. Some 
portion of the Vivarana on III- 2. 14 ( and of the relevant 
Bhasya ) on p. 68 is missing in the MS- probably because 
the scribe inadvertently omitted one folio of the original 
MS- which he was copying. Moreover, the MS contains 
one additional Sutra ( Wflssra III 4- 22, p. 274 ) with 
the Bhasya and the Vivarana. Purusottamaji is aware of 
this Sutra- His view is stated by me in the Vivarana. 
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I could not get other MSS. of the Vivarana in spite of my 
strenuous efforts, and was therefore very much handi- 
capped, as my MS. was corrupt in several places* I have 
tried my best to present the text of the Vivarana in a 
correct form as far as possible- 

The Chief Executive Officer of Shri Nathji Temple 
Boatd, Shri M. G. Daleha, I. A. S. deserves our admira- 
tion for sanctioning the publication of this imprortant 
commentary on Vallabhacarya's Anubhasya and therby 
setting an example to the Managers of other Temples m 
India- I am personally thankful to Shri Daleha for 
giving me all facilities and putting up with the delay 
caused by circumstances beyond my control. It is hoped 
that he will take up the publication of other important 
works of the Suddhadvaita School, such as a critical 
edition of Vallabha's Tattvadipika, a learned Sanskrit 
commentary on the Bagavadgita. I take this opportunity 
to assure him of my best coopermon in the imple- 
mentation of the literary progiamme- 

It now remains for me to perform the most pleasant 
duty of acknowledmg help I have received from my several 
friends. Firstly, I am thankful to Shri Vadilal N. Shah, 
B. A., LL. B-, Advocate, Bombay, for the loan of the MS- of 
the Vivarana but for which the work could not have been 
published. 

Secondly, I thank my friend, Prof. Keshavram 
Kashiram Shastri of Ahmedabad, who helped me m the 
beginning m correcting proofs ( up to three forms ) but un- 
fortunately could not continue it on account of adverse 
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circumstances. Theptintmg was then started m Bared a, 
and I had to seek the help of my young friend Shn 
RamanlalKanaiyalal Joshi, Vyakaranacarya, who helped 
me a great deal m reading the proofs, I offer my sincere 
thanks to Shrijoshi for his spentaneous and ungrudging 
help from the beginning to the end. Farther, I am thankful 
to my learned friend Pandit Sadhu Motidasaji, the Pro- 
prietor of Chetan Prakasha Mandir ( Printing Press } 
for taking keen interest m the printing of the work. 
It is regretted that the diacritical marks have not been 
used here as they were not available. 

Sakuntala, 
Khanvav Roadi 

BARODA. Q, H. Bhatt 

Vamana Dvadasi 
V. S. 2018. 
Date 11-9-62 
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